


Shadow of a DoubtShadow of a Doubt
The Monthly Calendar of the National Capital Area Skeptics20/20 since 198720/20 since 1987

N
C
A
S

October 
2007

As skeptics, we value critical thinking. Of 
paramount importance to critical thinking is 
the process of thinking itself. How does the 
brain work and how do we use it in a way we 
call scientific? There is a lecture series on this 
topic in the Smithsonian Resident Associate 
program called:

Advances in Brain Science:  
The Internal Frontier
Thursday, October 4—November 8, 6:45 p.m.

How does the brain rewire itself? Is decisionmak-
ing more about brain chemistry than independent 

moral responsibility? What is the nature of addiction? 
These and other provocative questions are addressed 
by renowned scholars and researchers in this dynamic 
course. Speakers Richard Restak, Alan Leshner, Barry 
Gordon, and others explain and show how magnetic 
resonance imaging, computerized developments, and 
other methods have transformed the study of the ner-
vous system. They discuss how scientists are discover-
ing the workings of the complex circuits that give rise 
to higher brain functions, including perception, deci-
sionmaking, attention, and awareness. 

6 sessions: member $84, non-member $120, senior $76
S. Dillon Ripley Center
Education Center
1100 Jefferson Drive, SW
Washington, DC             Phone: 202-633-3030  

Board Notes
 NCAS at the National Science Foundation: For 

the first time, some of our monthly NCAS public 
lectures will be at the National Science Foundation 
in Arlington, Virginia (conveniently located one 
block south of the Ballston-MU Metro stop on the 
Orange Line). See the “Coming Events” page at 
www.ncas.org.

 Fun Items Available: Memberships; past program 
DVDs; “That’s Nice, Prove It!” buttons; etc., can 
now be purchased at NCAS events using a credit 
card, as well as cash or check. DVDs are discounted 
for members.  

Join NCAS or Renew Your Membership

Check your mailing label. If the renewal date has 
passed, please send to the NCAS address below 

$30 (for 1 person) or $40 (for 2-member households) 
for a 1-year renewal.

Membership Options
1 year 2 years 5 years Lifetime

Single $30 $50 $100 $200

Double* $40 $65 $120 $250

Full-time student $10 — —
*A “Double” membership is for two members at the same mailing 
address, who will each have full NCAS member privileges, but receive 
one household copy of each NCAS publication. 
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