
Heavy Mental

Jamy Ian Swiss presents a 
program of baffling, unnerving, 
“mind reading” phenomena —
accomplished with pure 
psychology, subtle influence, 
deft illusion, uncanny intuition 
and healthy dose of downright 
deception—what Jamy likes to 
call “sleight of mind.”

If there were such a thing 
as psychic powers, it would 
have to look like this.

Jamy Ian Swiss

Thoughts read. 
Minds blown.

7:30PM, Saturday October 24, 2009
AAAS Auditorium, 1200 New York Ave NW, Washington DC

More information and registration:
www.tinyurl.com/ncas-cfidc
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Science, Magic and 
Skepticism: 

A Natural Relationship

1–5:30PM, Saturday October 24, 2009
AAAS Auditorium, 1200 New York Ave NW, Washington DC

More information and registration:
www.tinyurl.com/ncas-cfidc

Sponsored by Center for Inquiry DC and The National Capital Area Skeptics
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Workshop/Lectures/Demonstrations
Join world-renowned magician Jamy Ian Swiss,  

host of Point of Inquiry radio/podcast D.J. Grothe, 
and statistician Chip Denman 

as they examine the similarities between 
magic and skepticism, and demonstrate 

the illusion of psychic powers.

D.J. Grothe

The History 
of Magic in 
Skepticism

Chip Denman

Séance Spooks and 
the Scientists who 
Investigated Them

Jamy Ian Swiss

The Illusion of 
Psychic Powers
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Drinking Skeptically

On Wednesday, October 14, come to Jackie’s Res-
taurant at 8081 Georgia Ave. in Silver Spring at 

7:00 p.m. to join fellow NCASers for the next DC-area 
Drinking Skeptically event. Drinking Skeptically is an 
informal social event designed to promote fellowship 
and networking among skeptics, critical-thinkers, and 
like-minded individuals.

Don’t drink? Don’t let that stop you from joining us! 
Some of the world’s most famous skeptics are teetotal-
ers, and we are happy to have you!

ncas.org/ds-ncas.html
www.jackiesrestaurant.com
www.drinkingskeptically.org
There’s no cover charge, and if you order from their 

very reasonably-priced menu, you’ll be delighted.  
(January’s Washingtonian magazine rated Jackie’s #78 
of all DC-area restaurants.)

Remember that drinking skeptically means drinking 
responsibly. If there’s one thing science has taught us, 
it’s the effects of alcohol on the human body.  

Torn From Today’s Headlines

Van Jones was “Special Advisor for Green Jobs, 
Enterprise and Innovation” at the White House 

Council on Environmental Quality until he recently 
resigned after several of his statements and actions 
from years past came to public attention and generated 
controversy.  Notably, most of the news media neglect-
ed Jones’ position as a Fellow of the Institute of Noetic 
Sciences (IONS), which was co-founded in 1973 by 

Apollo 14 astronaut Edgar Mitchell to “conduct and 
sponsor leading-edge research into the potentials 
and powers of consciousness, including perceptions, 
beliefs, attention, intention, and intuition...exploring 
phenomena [including life after death, extrasensory 
perception, and mind-body healing] that have been 
largely overlooked by mainstream science.”  Some of 
Jones’ controversial comments (including “You’ve nev-
er seen a Columbine [mass shooting at a school] done 
by a black child...it’s only [suburban white kids]”) were 
made during a videotaped IONS lecture series. 

The extent and depth of IONS’ and Jones’ mutual 
philosophy are difficult to discern in the few videos 
and transcripts available for free on the IONS-affiliated 
web site (shiftinaction.com).  During one interview, 
Jones said he didn’t think “we will be able to om [i.e., 
meditate] our way out of [world] crises...” although 
he backtracked somewhat when the IONS interviewer 
interjected, “Om our way out of this?”  Jones replied, 
“...Well, maybe—I don’t think that we should leave the 
om-ing out...”  Otherwise there is nothing that might be 
construed as a reference to the mystical or paranormal 
in the available Jones IONS material. 

Discount Memberships for Workshop Goers

Those who purchase tickets for the October 24 
workshop and/or show will receive $10 off (dis-

count or  reimbursement) for new or renewed NCAS 
memberships submitted between September 1 and 
November 30.  
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