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Lucky 13

NCAS members are invited to join us for dinner 
with our speaker, Ben Radford, before his April 14 

talk. Meet at Bethesda’s Rock Bottom Brewery (7900 
Norfolk Avenue) at 5:00 p.m. Call 301-587-3827, or 
e-mail ncas@ncas.org to reserve your seat. First 13 
are in. (Please contact us if you must cancel; we’ll 
fill your seat from the waiting list.) For parking see 
http://www.bethesda.org/parking/parking.htm.  

Antikudos

To Space.com for its February 23 “Natural Explana-
tion Found for UFOs” story, carried by MSNBC 

and others. The article asks, “Can UFO sightings be ex-
plained by sprites?” (Sprites are high-altitude lightning, 
often elliptical in shape, with tendrils extending below.) 
The actual answer is no: a sprite persists for only 
several thousandths of a second, making it an unlikely 
candidate for a UFO sighting. For some reason this 
important detail is not included in the article.  

April’s Drinking Skeptically Event!

On Wednesday, April 8, come to 
Jackie’s Restaurant at 8081 Georgia 

Avenue in Silver Spring at 7:00 p.m. to 
join fellow NCASers for the next DC-area 
Drinking Skeptically event. Drinking Skepti-
cally is an informal social event designed to promote 
fellowship and networking among skeptics, critical-
thinkers, and like-minded individuals.

Don’t drink? Don’t let that stop you from joining us! 
Some of the world’s most famous skeptics are teetotal-
ers, and we are happy to have you!

ncas.org/ds-ncas.html
www.jackiesrestaurant.com 
www.drinkingskeptically.org 
There’s no cover charge, and if you order from their 

very reasonably-priced menu, you’ll be delighted. 
(January’s Washingtonian magazine rated Jackie’s #78 
of all DC-area restaurants.) 

Remember that drinking skeptically means drinking 
responsibly. If there’s one thing science has taught us, 
it’s the effects of alcohol on the human body.  

NCAS Board Elections Coming

Are you an NCAS member who wants to take 
a leadership role in the skeptics movement? 

The NCAS annual board of directors election is 
fast approaching. Send a bio sketch by email to 
ncas@ncas.org for the ballot by April 30.  

A Cosmic Journey Through Space and Time

Smithsonian Resident Associates Program, in col-
laboration with the National Academy of Sciences, 

Thursday, April 16, 2009, 7:00 p.m.
Renowned astrophysicists John Mather, Vera Rubin, 

Charles Bennett, and Adam Riess join moderator Mar-
cia Bartusiak in a lively discussion about our knowl-
edge of the universe, from the first moments of the Big 
Bang to the mysteries of dark energy.

Cost: $13 senior member, $15 members, $25 gen-
eral admission (NAS members may receive the mem-
ber rate by calling 202-633-3030.) Tickets available at  
http://residentassociates.org/ticketing/tickets/start.aspx 
or call 202-633-3030 

Code: 1J0-528, Photo ID Required
Location: National Academy of Sciences, 101 Con-

stitution Avenue, NW (Enter on 2100 C Street, NW) 
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